
Remember those crazy 2020 glasses that many of those gathered in Times Square 
nearly a year ago were sporting? We were all so looking forward to 2020, perhaps 
likening it to having 20-20 vision, we all thought it could be a great year. Little did we 
know what a tumultuous and historic year it would turn out to be.  
 
2020 brought us some new words, Covid-19 of course being the most used of them, 
and there were other words used pertaining to the death of George Floyd, and 
unfortunately many others, and to our political climate. Most importantly, I want to 
recognize that some in our church family lost their own loved ones and family members 
during this pandemic, and worst of all, most had no opportunity to be with their loved 
one to say a proper goodbye. Many others of us had loved ones who fortunately 
managed to survive the virus, and thankfully the vast majority of us were able to remain 
healthy and safe up to this point. There is much new hope due to the arrival of vaccines 
and we are praying that they prove to be as successful as the trials have been. 
However, now is not the time to let your guard down. Please continue the safe practices 
that have kept you and your family healthy up to now so that when the time comes, we 
can all be together again. 
 
What about the word Zoom? How many had ever used that word before except when 
describing how an airplane sounds to a small child? Now we are all "zoomies" and so 
much of our lives is conducted on the 10" X 14" screen that maybe we used only for 
Facebook and email or work. What a gift Zoom has been! Where would we be without it 
in our own personal lives or as our connection to our church family. 
 
I read something in the paper the other day about the winter solstice which was 
attributed to a person with whom I am not familiar, Brigit Anna McNeill, that seems 
apropos. 
 
"This is a period of descent and rest, of going within our homes, within ourselves and 
taking in all that we have been through, all that has passed in this full year which is 
coming to a close...like nature and the animal kingdom around us, this time of 
hibernation is so necessary for our tired limbs, our burdened minds."  
 
Hopefully, when we come out of "hibernation" we will be able to see a brighter future 
and ways that allow us to all listen to one another, respect the lives of every person, and 
love one another as God loves all of us. 
 
So, here we are ready to welcome a new year, and not a minute too soon! But first, I 
believe a review of 2020 is in order. What a year to be the Moderator of our church. Not 
quite what I signed up for. I know that Pastor Tracey recognized and thanked everyone 
who has or had a leadership position in the church, is on a Ministry Team, or was giving 
of their time and talent for the benefit of UCCPH in her Pastor's Report which is included 
here. Therefore, other than to offer my sincere thanks as well for their efforts, I'm not 
going to repeat all of her thanks. However, I do want to recognize and thank from the 
bottom of my heart, all those who have served on Council during my time as Moderator. 
They, in no particular order are, Al Thompson, Dick Sherer, Randy Mann, Holly Jay, 



Ashley Fahey, Jeremy Birdwhistell, Don Wick, Gary Dordahl, and J.J. Chontos. I 
appreciate them all putting up with my seeming inability to properly use Roberts Rules 
of Order. 
 
I also want to thank Denise Mann and Don Wick, our two elected Financial leaders: 
Denise, not only as Treasurer getting our annual budgets and quarterly financials 
prepared for Council approval, but for her sage advice and assistance whenever I asked 
for her input and Don, who has done a great job of keeping our giving records in order, 
serving as an active member on Council, and jumping in as a volunteer in number of 
other capacities. Thanks too to all our Ministry Team leaders. We were just starting to 
get them all together working in harmony toward the identified "Why" of the church 
when Covid arrived and we were all thrown for a loop. I hope in the future we can get 
back to implementing those great ideas that were being proposed. In the past two 
years, many of these leaders either came to Council with ideas from their teams or 
suggested changes to help the church, And certainly most importantly, I want to thank 
Pastor Tracey for putting up with me these past two years. We had our disagreements, 
which I believe is a healthy thing between the Moderator and Pastor, but we always 
each came from the standpoint of what we each thought was best for all of you, the 
congregation of UCCPH.  
 
Pastor Tracey works so hard for this church, it is hard to believe. It is attributable to her 
and her great worship team that we are still getting 70-80 people attending Sunday 
services, and to all of you as well for sticking with us through the early use of Zoom 
when everyone was just trying to figure out how to get into the services. She had to 
become a technology expert virtually overnight to keep us all together. None of us has 
any idea how many hours she puts in, but just look at an average week. In addition to 
her pastoral duties and preparing Sunday services, she conducts Tuesday bible study, 
Wednesday "chat", Friday evening movies, Saturday Enneagram class, and Sunday 
worship service. We need to find something for her to do on Mondays and Thursdays. 
Kidding obviously, but she also attends all Council meetings, is on the Covenant 
Commitment Team, the Worship team, the Why team, is heavily involved in the 
Strategic Planning for our future and attends meetings of other teams as well. AND, this 
doesn't even include her work for the Rocky Mountain Conference as a Board Member 
(her 3 year term ended this July) and for the SE Association in a number of roles. Just 
sayin'. 
 
There is so much still going on in the life of this church. We are all looking forward to 
and hoping to be able to gather together again in person sometime in 2021. I hope, as 
I'm sure you all do that we will be able to have the Art Festival either in May or a later 
date if necessary. Eileen Enterline and Ann Pidgeon in particular do such a great job 
with that event. A summer BBQ or cookout would be great and it would be wonderful to 
participate together at special Maundy Thursday, Easter, Thanksgiving eve and 
Christmas services. I don't know if we'll get to do any or all of these things, but it's nice 
to think about. 
 



So, I am retiring as Moderator. It has truly been my pleasure and an honor to serve all 
of you in this capacity, and I know I'm going to miss continuing to do so, however, I still 
plan to be an active participant in the life of UCCPH.  I will continue to serve on the 
Covenant Commitment team and the Financial Responsibility team. I also hope to be 
consulted by church leadership if my opinion is needed or warranted. I also serve on the 
Committee on Ministry for the SE Association. 
 
Finally, there will probably be no sanctioned gathering of revelers in Times Square to 
ring in the new year of 2021, although I'm sure there will be fireworks aplenty, there and 
around the globe. Probably no funny glasses either, although you learn to never 
underestimate the ingenuity of the people who put these together. I mean, how do you 
make glasses out of the number 2021? Maybe we'll find out. So there you have it. My 
wish to all of you and your loved ones is for a safe, happy, healthy and prosperous 2021 
and the hope that we will soon get the chance to be together again face to face. 
 
Take Time for 10 Things: 
 
Take time out to work - it is the price of success 
Take time out to think - it is the source of power 
Take time out to play - it is the secret of youth 
Take time out to read - it is the foundation of knowledge 
Take time out to worship - it is the highway of reverence 
Take time out to help and enjoy friends - it is the source of happiness 
Take time out to love - it is the sacrament of life  
Take time out to dream - it hitches the soul to the stars 
Take time out to laugh - it is the singing that helps life's load 
Take time out to pray - it helps bring Christ near, and washes the dust of earth from our 
eyes. 
 
Thanks again, 
 
Paul Campbell 
Moderator, UCCPH 
 


