
YEAR END PASTOR’S REPORT FOR 2020 

As we close out this weirdest of all weird years, let me just say how proud I 
am of the faithful people of UCC Parker Hilltop. We have persevered 
together, working as one body of faith to overcome the technical and social 
learning curves forced upon us by the pandemic. You have steadily and 
faithfully supported the leadership of the church and the Worship Team, your 
pastor, and the WHY of this church, and I thank you for that. I posted this 
poem some months ago, and it still rings true: 

"What if 2020 is the year we’ve been waiting for?  
A year so uncomfortable, so painful, so scary, so raw — that it finally forces us to 
grow, 
A year that screams so loud, finally awakening us from our ignorant slumber. 
A year we finally accept the need for change. 
Declare change. Work for change. Become the change. 
A year we finally band together, instead of pushing each other further apart. 
 2020 isn’t canceled, but rather the most important year of them all.” 
     --Leslie Dwight 
 
We are about to ring in 2021. This will be the year when UCCPH and 
churches all across America will face new opportunities and challenges. There 
will be no miracle vaccine we can take that will return us to the pre-Covid 
ways of doing things, of “being church.” Questions that loom before us 
include: 
 
When will we return to in-person worship and what will that look like? 
 
What changes will we need to make to our building for safety and operational 
efficiency, and how will we decide what must be done versus what should be 
done vs what we want to be done? 
 
How will we cope with the need for increased pastoral, technical, 
administrative, and worship staffing as we return to in-person worship and 
we maintain our internet presence? 
 
How do we shape the church of our future, knowing and accepting that the 
church ways of our past are a bittersweet memory and not a sustainable 
practice going forward? 
 



 
 
I appreciate greatly the solid leadership that Paul Campbell has demonstrated 
throughout his two-year tenure as Moderator; he was the right person to 
serve as the lay leader of the church in the right time. Paul acted with a steady 
hand and voice, being faithful and yet practical, collaborative while at the 
same time creative in his own right.  This church is on solid footing despite 
these unsettled times in large part because he led with quiet confidence and a 
welcoming, optimistic, and appreciative attitude. 
 
Thanks also to Dick Sherer for his service on Council the past three years. 
Dick’s is the voice every organization needs to have: the one who asks the 
tough questions (“Not exactly a soup question, is it, Dick?”), calls out injustice 
and inequity where he sees it, and gets things done. We will miss you on 
Council, Dick.  Thank you for keeping the discussions honest and on-track. 
 
I also want to lift up the tremendous work done by our Treasurer, Denise 
Mann, and our Financial Secretary, Don Wick. These are volunteer positions 
within the church, but neither officer takes their responsibilities casually. The 
hours upon hours of work put in helped us to secure crucial government and 
ecclesiastical funding this year, kept our spending in line with our projections 
and budget, and kept our donations coming in at a steady pace.  
 
Our Volunteer Team leaders and members for 2020 are also to be 
commended: 
 
Gene Albright, Covenant Commitment (Paul Campbell, Nancy Clark, Denise 
Mann, Dick Sherer) 
Eileen Enterline, Pastor Parish (Melissa Birdwhistell, Gus Burkard, Joe 
Narracci) 
Ashley & Brian Fahey, Youth Ministry and Youth Events (highway Cleanup 
and School Supplies Drive) 
Karen Graham, Strategic Planning (Meredith Bond, Gus Burkard, Brian 
Fahey, Darci Harvey, Holly Jay) 
Angie Law, Missions (Brian Fahey, Bob & Holly Jay, Ardie Thompson, Dick 
& Jean Sherer, Don & Shirley Wick) 
Randy Mann, Don Wick and Dick Sherer, Building & Grounds (unofficially) 
Jan Narracci & Shirley Wick, Sophia’s  
Julie Robuck, Worship (Rosanne French, Shellie Luallin, Peggy Lundberg, 
Sue Neal) 



Jean Sherer, Nominating (Peggy Campbell, Jack Nordin) 
Martha Sprague, Care & Nurture (Holly Jay, Joanne Murray, Jan Narracci, 
Ann Pidgeon, Janet Thoma, Shirley Wick, Peggy Campbell (baby shower for 
Ashley Fahey)) 
Shirley Wick, Sharon Worley and Jean Sherer, Children’s Ministry 
Al Thompson, WHY Team (Brooke Albright, Harv Harvey, Denise Mann) 
Constitution & Bylaws (Paul Campbell, Karen Graham, Pam Thompson) 
Men’s Chat 
 
Special shout-outs are due to: 
 

 Meredith Bond who took over, completely reimagined and redesigned 
the Parker Hilltop Cares newsletter after we had to furlough Karen Rangel, 
our Administrative Assistant; 
 Martha Sprague and Rosanne French for Worship Space design at my 
home and in the church sanctuary;  
 Joe & Jan Narracci, keeping the water flowing in the church building; 
 Melissa, Jeremy, Katie and Jason Birdwhistell, cleaning the church once 
per month; 
 Rosanne French, spot cleaning the church; 
 Shellie Luallin, tech support for pastor, Worship Director, and various 
congregants, and also helping with church cleanup; 
 Don Wick, taking attendance for me each week; 
 Holly Jay, typing hymn lyrics for worship; 
  
 Bob & Holly Jay, Shirley & Don Wick, Dick & Jean Sherer, gathering 
and delivering missions donations to our community charity missions 
partners; 
 Darci Harvey, scheduling Liturgists; 
 Angie Law, serving the wider church on the Conference Personnel 
Committee and as Moderator of the Southeastern Association; 
 Paul Campbell, serving the wider church on the Southeastern 
Association Committee on Ministry; 

Joe Narracci, Gus Burkard, Paul Lundberg, Brennen Harvey, Joyce & 
Jim Asmus, voice music for worship; 

 Diane Worthey, violin music for worship; 
 Carol Mulvihill, flute music for worship; 

Rev. Wendy Kidd, providing some original worship materials for us 
 
  



 
Have I missed anyone??? 
 
As we prepare to move ahead under Holly Jay’s leadership as incoming 
Moderator and we welcome Jan Narracci and Kay Frunzi as new Council 
members, let us pledge anew to be in 2021 and years following a collaborative, 
cooperative, respectful and faithful Body of Christ. Let’s be leaders who set 
personal interest aside, discerning and making decisions in the best interest of 
the church, always acting in the direction of truth and love in furtherance of 
our UCCPH WHY. A couple of you need to find your voice more often and 
speak your minds; a couple of you need to defer more and actively solicit the 
opinions of the less forthcoming persons, and I need to remember better what 
my role is in the life of the church and what it is not. There is room for all of 
us to grow. Holly will need us to work with her and not around her. She will 
need to rely on us to be all that we can be in service to God in this church. I 
know we all will lend her the same high level of support shown in past years to 
our soon-to-be-retiring Moderator. 
 
I personally want to thank you all for the unqualified support you have shown 
me during these very difficult past nine months of ministry. All around the 
nation, I hear horror stories of churches and pastors not being able to 
effectively navigate together the troubled waters of pandemic ministry, and 
even as I pray that they might be sustained, I cannot help but be grateful to be 
a part of this church and to have the leadership we have. This past Sunday we 
had 80 people on Zoom worship. A sister church I know had 6. But for the 
grace of God and the solid footing we have as a church due to its leadership 
and faithful patrons, we could be closing our doors in 2021 instead of 
preparing to fling them farther open. 
 
Together, we will jump into 2021 with eyes, minds, ears and hearts wide open, 
listening for direction from the Holy Spirit, ready to meet and greet a new 
dawn in the worshipping and serving life of UCC Parker Hilltop. As Mary 
said to the Angel Gabriel upon hearing the news that she would birth the 
Child-Who-would-Change-the World, so, too we now say to God and to each 
other: 
 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord. May it be with us according to thy will.” 

Faithfully, Pastor Tracey Dawson 


