
 

 

2021 UCCPH MODERATOR REPORT 
 
This has been a very interesting year for Parker Hilltop. As you all know, 2021 started out with 
online meetings and services and the church remained closed just as it had in 2020. It was a 
very difficult time for all. We were all tired from being on Zoom meetings and not meeting in 
person. The people in the congregation kept asking when we would be able to get back into 
Church. We didn’t know. Our then Pastor, Pastor Tracey, was not eager to reopen the Church 
because Covid was still very prevalent and it was difficult to determine when things would get 
better. 
 
Fast-forward now to mid-2021. Pastor Tracey notified the Council and the congregation that 
she had decided to retire, effective August 1st . This was a surprise to all of us, and we were 
stunned and confused wondering how we would move forward. Fortunately, our Church 
leaders knew how to do just that! With the support and help from Erin Gilmore at the Rocky 
Mountain Conference, we formed an Interim Pastor Search Team led by Jan Narracci. By the 
end of July, we were able to offer Rev. Dr. Olive Hinnant the position of Interim Pastor. The 
Spirits aligned and Pastor Hinnant began the first of August. She has been tremendously 
helpful, very knowledgeable and a lot of fun to work with! Her sermons are great. If you haven’t 
had the chance to meet her in person yet, make time to stop by and visit with her! 
 
Pastor Olive began her time with UCC PH conducting funerals, first for Joan Roethlisberger and 
followed by Floyd Murray, both members of our Church. While Pastor Olive did not know either 
of these people, she performed these services with kindness and gentle caring. 
 
In August, with Pastor Olive’s coaching and suggestions, we were able to have our first  
in-person worship service outside on the north patio. That was a very fine day as well. It was so 
wonderful to be able to once again be at the Church for worship.  
           
In late September, our congregation was able to move into Callahan Hall. We had to work 
through the complications of conducting Zoom worship while having in-person services. Even 
though there were some challenges we were able to work through them. On December 5th we 
were able to hold our in-person worship in a beautifully, holiday decorated sanctuary. The 
Sunday after our Sanctuary was opened for a funeral of a previous member, Gary Turner. Once 
again, Pastor Olive, not knowing this person conducted a beautiful and caring service. 
 
Masks continue to be required, and social distancing is recommended. We are still holding off 
on food and beverages, but hopefully our social time will be able to return soon. 
 
At the end of 2021, we had several people announce that they were leaving their council 
positions, either because they couldn’t continue for personal reasons or their terms were up.  
 
These people include Randy Mann, Jeremy Birdwhistell, Don Wick, and Ashley Fahey. I also  



 

 

would like you all to know that, although I have another year as Moderator, I am stepping down 
from my position due to health reasons. I feel that I can best serve our Church in other ways. 
My plan is still to remain active on a few committees, and of course in Church! 
 
Changing subjects, we currently have 6 confirmands working towards their confirmation with 
Pastor Olive, Eileen Enterline and Gus Burkard. This confirmation class started the end of 
October and has moved ahead with several activities and they have fun things coming up in 
2022. These young folks include Jason Birdwhistell, Fiona McGee, Isabelle Wick, Cal Harvey, 
Spencer Albright, and Spencer Bailey. Please support these young people in this stage of their 
Church life by checking in with them to see how they are doing. 
 
I thank you for the privilege of being your moderator for the past year. It’s been fun and I really 
wish I could continue but I am confident that Jan Narracci will do an awesome job as your new 
Moderator! 
 


